@Congress of the United States
Washinnton, BEC 20515

May 29%, 2018

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Sessions:

We write to thank you for prioritizing school safety, and ask that you to continue to
support the expeditious implementation of the STOP School Violence Act and other school
security grant programs authorized and funded in the recently enacted Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2018.

As you know, the Fiscal Year 2018 (FY2018) appropriations legislation authorizes and
funds grants through the Department of Justice (DOJ), Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), and
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). Once fully implemented, these
initiatives will provide new sources of funding for programs, technology, and equipment that
enhance school safety, including threat assessment teams, safety infrastructure, and training for
students, teachers, and law enforcement to help identify signs of violence and teach early
intervention methods to prevent violence from occurring in the first place.

The safety of our students and our schools is a top priority not just for us in Congress, but
also for our communities back home. Having met with students, parents, teachers,
administrators, and law enforcement officials from across our districts, we know that they
appreciate the federal government’s commitment to supporting evidence-based strategies to
enhance safety and prevent violence. The message is universal: these resources are needed as
quickly as possible.

Given the pressing interest in utilizing these resources, we ask that the BJA and COPS
offices will work with us to promote awareness of these funding opportunities and eligibility
guidelines to our states, localities, and tribes. Guidance resources and related technical
assistance should be made quickly and readily available to allow applicants adequate time to
develop effective proposals for your consideration. Resources should also include programs and
technologies that have a demonstrated record of effectiveness, drawing from an array of best
practice information identified by the federal government, state task forces, and public and
private commissions. We have an obligation to our students and teachers to ensure that these
resources are deployed in the most efficient and effective manner to enhance the safety of our
communities.
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The sooner the FY2018 resources may be made available, the sooner we are taking real
action to keep our school campuses safe from harm. We would like to thank you for the work
that you and your fellow cabinet members on the Federal Commission on School Safety are
doing to advance our ongoing commitment to the safety of our students. Please know we stand
ready to work alongside you.

Very Respectfully,
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John Rutherford Don Bacon \/
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Barbara Comstock
Member of Congress
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Fred Upton
Member of Congress
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Steve Chabot
Member of Congress
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Steve Knight
Member of Congress

Sean Patrick Maloney
Member of Congress

avid N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

\ Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress

Bradley S. Schneider
Member of Congress
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Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

T W
Josh (Jottheimer
Membkr of Congress



Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress
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Bruce Poliquin &

Member of Congress
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David P. Joyce
Member of Congress

7

John Curtis
Member of Congress

Jaime Herrera Beutler
Member of Congress
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Jim Costa
Member of Congress
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Vincente Gonzalez
Member of Congress
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Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress
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Frederica Wilson
Member of Congress
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Kyrste inema
Member of Congress

Daniel W. Lipinski
Member of Congress
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Lou Barletta
Member of Congress
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Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress
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Roger W. Marshall
Member of Congress

Bill Jo
Member of Congress
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Steve Stivers
Member of Congress
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Mia Love
Member of Congress

Rod Blum
Member of Congress
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Susan Brooks
Member of Congress

Tom MacArthur
Member of Congress
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Mike Bishop
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Pete Olson
Member of Congress

Mike Coffman Gus Bilirakis
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Claudia Tenney Keith J. Rothfus

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Paul Mitchell Scott Tipton

Member of Congress : Member of Congress

Ann Wagner Andy Barr
Member of Congress Member of Congress



Doug LaMaja Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Ralph Norman
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Hal Rogers
Member of Congress



